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Editorial

A new society, SAM UK,
will come into being on the first of January 2027

Its members will be those of the current SAM35 and SAM1066 and these societies will be
disbanded, and their current assets transferred to the new Society.
Committee members of the existing two societies have been meeting and a solid foundation for
the new Society has been agreed. There will be a new hard copy magazine, SAM UK Speaks,
and an online version subject to certain conditions.

(All this, of course, subject to approval by motions to be put to General Meetings
of SAM35 & SAM1066 in due course.)

Whilst we still exist, what have I drummed up for this issue:
 Barrie Russell, editor of New Zealand’s ‘Propwash’ magazine, sent this article written by

Bernard Scott, editor of NZ ‘ADVANZ’. We editors stick together.
 Next we, with regret, report the death of another much appreciated iconic

aeromodeller, Colin Hutchinson.
 Pylonius in 1957 expresses sympathy for the solid modeller, who is now faced with a

plethora of plastic kits that little Jonnie can stick together in no time at all that equal
his own firewood carved efforts.

 Mark Harper is in possession of a large number of engines for sale.
 Alan Brocklehurst pens a short report on the ‘London Gala’.
 Martin Pike seeks the identity of a part built model he has acquired.
 ‘Here and There’ from 1951 remarks on the overhead conditions that the senior fliers

in the London Area Wakefield eliminators launched into. The existence of a genuine 5
min wakefield in the USA is seemingly confirmed.

 Vintage sparkies are the subject of a piece written by one John Toyer.
 1955 ‘Heard at the Hangar Doors’ reports on the poor response to the S.M.A.E

sponsored cross word. Further it reports on the chaotic situation concerning Word
Championship meetings.

 An American flier, Rolf Christophersen, having accidentally run across the ‘New Clarion’
wrote a small item on his own modelling.

 Engine Analysis from the Aeromodeller 1953 is the OK Cub .149, a motor intended for
FAI international competition.

 This issue sees the 100th ‘Indoors isn’t for Everyone’ written by Nick Peppiatt. He
highlights the 100th anniversary of the kit manufacturer GUILLOWS. Well done Nick.

 The Kawanishi Baika, the Japanese suicide bomber, is the full sized aircraft I’ve picked
out for this issue.

 Roger Newman sends in his usual ‘Notes from North Wales’, he has purchased a copy of
‘Aeroplane’ magazine which prompted him to a nostalgic look at kits from his past. He
also reports on some of the bizarre Drone air delivery services. He concludes with
observations on the X 59, an American research aircraft investigating the possibilities
of quieter supersonic flight booms.

 Our secretary’s report for the month is a warning of flying in high temperatures, he
rounds off with a poem.

Editor
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Email from New Zealand - Bernard Scott, NZ, via Barrie Russell, NZ

Hello John,

Thank you for yet another fine New Clarion, filled with news of what is happening at the other
side of the world. With each issue, it comes home that I should be providing feed-back in one
or more of the forms that all bulletin editors appreciate - model builds, event reports, and
really anything that can be shared to the benefit of others. So, below are some comments on
my latest project, a question, and an observation.

For many years I have flown a
Stratostreak in Vintage Power Duration
events. It has had moderate success, not so
much from its performance as from its
consistency and ease of flying. From one
year to the next it would come out of
storage to fly in the Nationals without re-
trimming. Here it is at my local field near
Hamilton (New Zealand). You will spot quite
a few drag-inducing protrusions around the
pylon area, related to the fitting of a
remote dethermaliser and GPS locator.

It is serendipitous that, since I started
free flighting, the decline of my physical fitness and endurance have been compensated for by
advances in retrieve technology. A long retrieve today is done at a slower pace, yet being able
to go straight to the model means retrieve times that are not much different - sometimes
shorter. A far cry from the days when tools for retrieval were a pair of sharp eyes and a path
determined by the environment: "Maybe a quarter, or a third, of a mile away, just to the left
of that bush next to the large tree ... No, not that tree ... that one".

Back to the Stratostreak. It has been retired and is being replaced by a similarly
sized Jimp. Like the SS, it will be powered by an OS 15. The wings are still in progress
but below is the nearly completed fuselage showing how all those drag-inducers have been
tucked away. A 200 mA lipo powers the DT and GPS. Smaller capacity cells work fine, however
the tiny amount of weight saved by a 100mA battery is less important to me than knowing that
the cell will last all day. I use traditional clockwork timers for engine run as it is easy to confirm
before launch that the engine timer has indeed been started.
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A - BMK GPS transmitter
B - View hole for LED indicator
C - RDT programming button
D - Battery slot and connector
E - GPS slot and connector
F - Spin-off DT, scroll protruding
G - DT mouse-trap

Spin-off DTs are new to me. They are lighter than a servo and have so far proved effective
when used with a "mouse trap" to reduce tension on the scroll. Both the motors and scrolls
were obtained from Ali Express. Either handed scroll will work as the motor can be reversed
to suit.
An older OS.15 is mounted and is what I would prefer to use. The OS.15 with the propellor is
a later FP version which is 27 grammes heavier - to be used if the completed model needs nose
weight.

Which brings me to the question. What is the Jimp's recommended balance point? I have
read Jimp articles by Trevor Hahner and Roy Vaughn in the New Clarion, and respectful
references to the Jimp of Dave Cox, but no indication of CG other than Roy's need to move it
well forward. If any readers can disclose what they have found to work well it would be much
appreciated.

Finally, your account of Urchin retrieval reminded me that I have an Urchin stored away
somewhere - time to get it out (and fit RDT and GPS!).

Keep up the good work
Bernard Scott, NZ - scott.scott@xtra.co.nz



5

Colin Hutchinson RIP - Nick Peppiatt

With deep regret we report the death of Colin Hutchinson.

Sadly, with Colin’s passing,
we have lost a rare example
of a complete aero-
modeller.

His interests ranged
across free-flight, indoor
and outdoor, RC, indoor and
outdoor, and control-line,
and all the power systems,
including rubber, CO2,
electric and I.c.

He was particularly keen on
the unorthodox from
Magnus effect machines to
man-powered aircraft
models.

He was a very skilful RC
pilot, as can be seen from
his results in various
SAM35 competitions.

Particularly impressive was
the way he flew a relatively
large three channel Avro
Avis, built by the late Rex
Oldridge, in the confines of
the Trinity Sports Hall.
This was the first known
flight of the model.

Please see:
https://youtu.be/LE06kpcW90w

In addition to his model flying activities, he was very much involved in promoting the hobby. He
was editor of SAM35Speaks for nearly twelve years, taking over from Ron Knight in 2014 and
updating the process of producing the magazine. Unsurprisingly, he claimed that this editorship
took a month out of every year. He also found time to compile the recent SAM35 Yearbook,
number seventeen in the series, which was first published in 2025.

He will be much missed by his fellow model flying enthusiasts.

R.I.P.   Colin

Nick Peppiatt

Colin’s G-28 CO2 powered
Rambler at Wycombe

Leisure Centre.

Rex Oldridge’s three channel Avro Avis,
which Colin flew brilliantly at Trinity.
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Extract from Model Aircraft July 1957

Extract from Model Aircraft July 1957
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Engines for Sale - Mark Harper

Classic British Diesel Engines - Good Homes Required.

In late 2024, a very good aeromodelling friend of mine sadly passed away.  He was an
exceptional professional design engineer and this was reflected in everything he did, including
aeromodelling.
In his later years he gained much pleasure from putting together a collection of British made
diesel engines and even in this he applied his unique approach to things.  Rather than buying
expensive examples of the engines he wanted to acquire, he searched the internet for much
cheaper examples that often required some level of refurbishment.
He was never happier than when he was alone in his amazing workshop working his magic on his
latest purchase.  He would dismantle each engine, determine its internal condition and if
considered practical, make any replacement/missing components necessary (including moulding
new fuel tanks). After carefully reassembly the engine would be test run & its performance
recorded.  He kept notes on the engines that he tested and or worked on, which included, initial
condition, what work, if any, he carried out and the running/starting performance.
I am currently helping his family in trying to find good homes for these engines.  Ideally to
fellow aeromodellers who might put them to good use, or just look at & reminisce!
Before I went through all the engines to sort them into manufacturer etc, I took photographs
of them on the shelf in his workshop.

(please note there is a degree of over-lap in the shots).
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This collection includes engines made by; Albon, AM, Amco, DC, ED, Elfin, Frog, JB, Kemp, ME,
Mills, PAW & Sparey.

I have already managed to re-home quite a few of these engines within my local circle of
aeromodelling buddies and several are now in models & back in the air, which is amazing.

I have not run any of these engines, but from the notes I have, most of them seem to be in
some sort of running order.

I have a list of all the remaining engines requiring new homes, as well as a few sheets of
photographs.

So, if anyone is interested in buying one (or more) of them and wants to find out more specific
information, please drop me an email at the address at the bottom of this article.
There are a some really nice engines amongst this assortment.

Regarding prices: None of these engines have boxes or original papers and are therefore not
collectable examples. Therefore, I am very happy to entertain any reasonable offers.
For all serious enquiries, I can provide a list of all engines available, group photos and if
available, copies of the notes made by my good friend.

This whole collection of engines, represents hundreds of hours, enjoyably spent by one of the
nicest, most modest & skilled engineers/modellers that I have had the pleasure to know.

Mark Harper
Email: ml_harp@yahoo.co.uk

Mark Harper
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London Gala - Alan Brocklehurst

London Gala - Salisbury Plain Sunday May 24th.

Sorry to be slow at forwarding you some pictures from the London Gala last weekend on
Salisbury Plain.
I wasn't there on the Saturday, and was fully occupied flying Coupe on Sunday.
I came 3rd in F1G/F1H, Gavin Manion beat me by 3 seconds with his 2:04 in the fly-off.
Overall winner was Richard Jack flying his F1H with a 3:51 fly-off.
No doubt Chris Redrup or Ray Elliot will have reported the event and sent you the results by
now.
Anyway, if you can squeeze them in, here are some photos I took of the first fly-off on the
Sunday of Phil Ball launching his C/R model, Peter Watson's power and Phil Ball (again) just
after he launched his SLOP model in the same fly-off.

Alan Brocklehurst
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Aircraft Identity - Martin Pike

A personal request this month:

At Modelair I bought this 36" free-flight power model (intended for the MP Jet 040/.6cc).
It needs some repairs and I would prefer to work from the plan.
Does anyone know what the model is called or who designed it?

Any Information please email or phone me, Martin Pike:
email - martin.pike.xray@btinternet.com

Tel: - 07831 141418

SAM1066 Membership Secretary

Martin Pike
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Here and There - Model Aircraft July 1951
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Model Aircraft July 1951
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Vintage with Sparkies - John Toyer

Thought I would send you some photos etc. of my modelling activities. And to show that petrol
engines are still championed for models, I have nowhere in my area to fly free-flight anymore
but still enjoy building the old designs, the junior 60 is ready for covering all the ignition system
is tested and ready, I’ve installed 3 channels r/c 1 channel is ignition cut out, set on what would
be the throttle servo working on a repurposed r/c on off switch (this is important to save the
coil should the engine stop with the points closed) , the engine is a Forster 29 which is a really
very nice engine to run .
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I’m also in the process of building another Little Vagabond for a FROG 1.75 petrol engine this
will be a free-flight example as is my other Little Vagabond powered by an old faithful Mills .
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I have been running a Doolin 30 and a ubiquitous O&R 23 FRV recently I’m hoping to use the
O&R for a Ben Buckle Utility again for free-flight (the last time I flew this combo was at
Middle Wallop many moons ago )
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I’ve also included a photo of a nearly complete KK Gypsy just to show I’m not just a power
struggler.
Anyway hope you might find this useful and maybe other members will find my activities
interesting.

John Toyer
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Heard at the Hangar Doors - Aeromodeller July 1955
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Aeromodeller July 1955
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My Gliders - Rolf Christophersen USA

I’m 88 years old, not much of a competitor, just build and fly off the grid; I like these old
gliders and Hi-start.
When our son, Curt, was ten years, we built a Thermic 12, took it down the hill to a field and
we stood 30 feet apart and he tossed the model glider toward me.
It was taken by the thermal breeze, flew over my outreached hand and went OSS!
That’s when I came to love gliders. I’m 88 years now and stumbled on your newsy letter with
pictures and plans.
Keep up the good work.

I fly these one meter model gliders that I build from scratch.
The orange one, a 1944 StormBird from Sweden,
the French 1947 CB 36
and the Vic Smeed (maybe?) Meteorite.
I build the hand launchers for the grand kids when they come to visit.
I can do Hi-Start by myself, here in Solon, Iowa USA, where I can get to the field very early
so I don’t have to chase my models and I can enjoy the peace and quiet of a nice free flight
glide.
I’ve been building FF models for about 80 years.

Nice newsletter,

Rolf Christophersen USA
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Engine Analysis: OK Cub .149 c.ins - Aeromodeller July 1953
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Aeromodeller July 1953
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Indoor isn’t for Everyone No.100 - Nick Peppiatt

One hundred years of Guillow’s and the Dime Scale Swallow

It should not have escaped your notice, dear reader, that the still active American model
company Guillow’s is one hundred years old this year and various events are being held to
celebrate this. Incidentally, I understand that the correct pronunciation of Guillow is that it
rhymes with willow, hence ‘Gwillo’. Up until now, I have never built a Guillow’s kit or design, but
I did find a five inch diameter red moulded plastic propeller with their engraving in my stash.

The Flying Aces Club (the Flying Aces Club – the Official FAC-GHQ Website) are organising
several competitions, including an indoor postal, which closes at the end of the year. The FAC
Leadership have divided the range of the Guillow’s scale aircraft production over the years into
two classes, Classic Era and Modern Era. The Classic Era designs are from the 1930s through
to the 1950s and have light, all balsa construction with tissue covering and no plastic parts,
apart from glazing. Some later designs with plunge moulded nose blocks, which were first
introduced in the late 1940s, but otherwise have light construction are also included in this
class. These models, but not the Modern Era designs, can be entered into the indoor postal.
The Modern Era kits, some of which are still produced, have die-cut (or laser cut) parts sheets,
a robust keel and former construction, decal sheets and robust plastic parts, typically for the
nose area and wheels.

There are a considerable number of plans for the Classic Era models available on outerzone
(Oz : Free plans : Collection of free vintage model aircraft plans to download ), including about
twenty of the ‘F’ series, which are of sixteen inch wingspan and thus a good size to attempt to
fly in the confines of the Trinity sports hall, where I fly most regularly. I was particularly
taken by the Swallow (F82), partly because it has a half size brother, a proto-Pistachio number
D2 in the D series. The rest of the eight inch span D series appear to be semi-scale. The
Swallow is, in fact, a representation of the Swallow Model C Coupé, of which three were built
in the latter half of the 1930s. It is a two seat light plane with the pilot and passenger side-
by-side. These had registrations NC15818, NC18586, and NC19450, so the number given on the
plan appears spurious. One of the Swallows crashed in a fog, killing the company president E.
B. Christopher and his passenger, and another was re-registered in Chile as CC-DVC.

I have not found a Guillow’s catalogue for this period, but I have tracked down a couple of
contemporary advertisements. It is clear that the kits for the eight inch span models cost a
nickel and the sixteen inch ones a dime. I assume that the kits included print-wood, strip,
tissue, nose plug, prop shaft wire and a propeller. No details of the propeller are given on the
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plan, apart from a sketch of the nose plug assembly, indicating that it is wood. There is some
doubt that the Cellophane for the windscreen was included. I do not know whether there were
further instructions in addition to the plan itself. Was a rubber motor supplied? If any reader
has further information on the Guillow’s kits of this period, I would be very interested to know.

Swallow Model C Coupé NC18586 NC15818

Advertisement from Model Airplane News July 1940

Advertisement from Air Trails February 1940
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Looking further at the Swallow plan, it is clear that there are some challenges.
The FAC Dime Scale rules obviously encourage building as closely to the plan as possible.
Wood can be added for reinforcement, but not taken away, but there is not much to take away
in this one!.
The stabiliser, as shown, is constructed in two halves, with very little to mount them onto the
fuselage; fortunately, the rules allow one-piece tail planes.
The tail wheel, item 10, is also attached to very little. I shall have to use the dreaded sheet
segments for the flying surface outlines – laminated outlines are taboo.
The wing to fuselage attachment looks a challenge, but there are struts, which will help.
The undercarriage is wooden and rigid, but, hopefully, the model will end up light enough for
this not to be too much of a problem.
There is a nice printed instrument panel on the plan, but this is stuck to former ‘C’ in the path
of the rubber motor.
The model is clearly a lightweight; the wing and stabiliser are covered on the top surface only,
and the fin on the left hand side only.
The stabiliser area looks rather small, but I will proceed with it, and make an enlarged one if
flying trials show that it is necessary.
The FAC rules do allow for the stab and rudder areas to be enlarged or reduced moderately.

Indoor isn’t for everyone number 100

How time flies! It does not seem that it was just over ten years ago that our former chairman,
the late John Thompson, invited me to write a column on essentially indoor flying models, but
here we are. The indoor scene in the UK appears a bit patchy, with the south coast venues
struggling, but the recent Indoor Scale Nationals was very well supported, and the Trinity
indoor group in Newbury, my nearest for free-flight and a spot of gentle RC, remains very
active. I’ve no intention of stopping yet!
As a reminder I took the title of this column from a strapline from The Hangar Pilot, the
delightfully idiosyncratic MIAMA Newsletter, produced for many years by the late Miami
dentist Dr John Martin. I am sure he would have approved.

Nick Peppiatt
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The Kawanishi Baika - Wikipedia

The Baika ("Ume Blossom") was a pulsejet-powered kamikaze aircraft under development
towards the end of World War II. Designed by the Kawanishi Aircraft Company for
the Imperial Japanese Navy (IJN), the conflict ended before any were built.
The impetus for developing the Baika emerged in 1943 as the strategic bombers of
the Allies were proving to be increasingly effective to the extent that existing piston-
engined fighter aircraft were viewed as inadequate for defence of the Japanese home islands.
Following negotiations between Imperial Japan and Nazi Germany in late 1943, the former
secured access to the latter's advanced aeronautical technologies, including the rocket
motor, turbojet, and pulsejet propulsion, as well as technical data for platforms such as
the Fieseler Fi 103R Reichenberg (the piloted version of the V1 flying bomb). In July 1944,
Kawanishi was directed to work on an affordable successor to the rocket-powered Yokosuka
MXY-7 Ohka and the turbojet-powered Nakajima Kikka that would be disposable enough for
the kamikaze mission.

Baika

General information

Type Suicide attack aircraft

National origin Japan

Manufacturer Kawanishi Aircraft Company

Status Cancelled

Primary user IJN Air Service (Intended)

Number built 0
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In early August, the company received a contract for a single prototype and ten trainer
aircraft to be delivered only one month later. While intended to consume as few critical
materials as possible and be suitable for unskilled labour to produce, the production
documentation was never completed prior to the Surrender of Japan, at which point the
project was put on immediate hold.
History
By late 1943, Japanese officials had witnessed of the strategic bombing of Germany, and there
was a growing suspicion that the Allies would soon attempt to bomb the Japanese home
islands with their increasingly capable bombers, such as the Boeing B-29 Superfortress.
Recognising that existing piston-engined fighter aircraft, such as the Mitsubishi A6M
Zero and Mitsubishi J2M Raiden, would not be sufficiently capable against the looming bomber
threat, there was an identified need for a better counter to this upcoming threat and
motivated Japan to look towards the latest innovations of the Axis powers. Japanese
military attachés had become aware of Germany's wartime aeronautical advances, such as
the Messerschmitt Me 163 Komet rocket-powered interceptor aircraft, which motivated
Japan to enter negotiations with Germany to secure their technical assistance. In late 1943,
these talks led the granting of a licence to produce both the Me 163, its Walter HWK
509A rocket engine, and various other advances.
Accordingly, Nazi Germany would supply the Japanese with a great deal of technical data,
including details of the Argus As 014 pulse jet engine and the Fieseler Fi 103R
Reichenberg (the piloted version of the V1 flying bomb. Wartime U.S. intelligence reports
stated that the Japanese were aware of the V-1 by October 1943; furthermore, one report
stated that Japan received one example in November 1944. These reports also suggested that
the Japanese were very interested in V-1 air-launching techniques. One U.S. Army Air Force
document from 1946 shows the Baika as being a copy of the Reichenberg. The cargo manifest
of the Japanese submarine I-29 lists a single V-1 fuselage as being included in a shipment of
equipment. Some contemporary Japanese historians have debated on what, if any, data on the
V-1 and Fi 103R that the Japanese had actually received and whether the Baika may simply
have been an independent design. The only tangible outcome of the Axis cooperation, however,
was the construction of prototypes of the Maru Ka10 pulse-jet engine which was to power
the Baika.

On 2 July 1944, the Imperial Japanese Navy Aviation Bureau of the Ministry of the Navy
directed the Kawanishi Aircraft Company to commence work on what would become the
Kawanishi Baika. To support this endeavour, Kawanishi subsidised studies conducted by the
Aeronautical Institute of the Tokyo Imperial University. According to the historian William
Wolf, the Baika, being intended as a pulsejet-powered kamikaze aircraft, had been envisioned
as the replacement for the rocket-powered Yokosuka MXY-7 Ohka as well as the turbojet-
powered Nakajima Kikka.
On 5 August 1945, at a conference held at the university attended by Kawanishi's senior
designers and ranking officials of the IJN, the Baika was selected over a competing proposal,
the Model 43B Okha, which had been dismissed as being too complex for mass production,
especially due to its use of the Ishikawajima Ne-20 turbojet engine, which had been prioritised
for the Kikka fighter. Consequently, Kawanishi received an order for a single prototype and ten
twin-seat trainer aircraft, which were to be delivered during the following
month. Furthermore, the finalised design was to be completed in October 1945 and mass
production of the type to commence that same month.
The Baika visually resembled the Fi 103R Reichenberg. As a result of the Japan's declining
military position and the Allied bombing campaign having targeted Japanese industrial locations,
various materials were in short supply; accordingly, decision makers had stipulated that the
Baika would be manufactured using the highest proportion of non-critical materials as was
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feasible to achieve. The design was also to be straightforward, to the extent that unskilled
labourers would be able to produce most of the airframe at austere dispersed workshops if
required. On 8 August 1945, a team of 60 designers at Kawanishi were scheduled to start on
the production documentation for the Baika. This process was delayed, no more than ten
engineers had arrived to work prior to 15 August 1945, the date on which the Surrender of
Japan was issued. Consequently, the Baika project was put on hold before it ever progressed
beyond the design stage or finalised the production specifics.

Variants

Type I
Pulsejet intake located above and behind the cockpit, droppable landing gear. Intended for
conventional take off on own power (possibly with the help of droppable rocket boosters).

Type II
Similar to Type I, but with pulsejet moved forwards, no landing gear. Intended for submarine
launch.

Type III
Pulsejet mounted ventrally, no landing gear. Presumably, this version was intended to be air-
launched by medium bombers such as the Mitsubishi G4M, Nakajima G8N or Yokosuka P1Y.

The currently accepted illustrations of the Baika come from the 1953 published book Koku
Gijutsu No Zenbo in which Technical Commander Iwaya (the man who brought the Me 163 and
BMW 003 info to Japan) provided drawings of all three versions of the Baika with all versions
shown with tricycle landing gear in place.

Specifications (Baika, as designed)
Data from Japanese Secret Projects
General characteristics
Crew: 1
Length: 6.97 m (22 ft 10 in)
Wingspan: 6.58 m (21 ft 7 in)
Height: 3.99 m (13 ft 1 in)
Wing area: 7.58 m2 (81.6 sq ft)
Empty weight: 750 kg (1,653 lb)
Gross weight: 1,430 kg (3,153 lb)
Fuel capacity: 600 L (132 imp gal)
Powerplant: 1 × Maru Ka10 pulse-jet engine, 3.53 kN (794 lbf) thrust
Performance
Maximum speed: 648 km/h (403 mph, 350 kn)
Cruise speed: 485 km/h (301 mph, 262 kn)
Range: 278 km (173 mi, 150 nmi)
Service ceiling: 2,000 m (6,600 ft)
Time to altitude: three minutes and 55 seconds to 2,000 m (6,600 ft)
Wing loading: 188 kg/m2 (39 lb/sq ft)
Thrust/weight: 0.2

Armament
1 × 250 kg (550 lb) warhead

Wikipedia
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Occasional Notes from North Wales - Roger Newman

July 2026

This month kicks off with a fairly rare event for me, a purchase of the current Aeroplane
magazine as it lists UK Aviation Museums 2026. A very useful edition as it details exhibits on
display at each location. Yet again it served as a nostalgia kicker!

There was a quite lengthy article on the Grumman Panther, a jet fighter of the 1950's. This
triggered a recall that the Keil Kraft Grumman Panther was a very early & abortive attempt to
get a Jetex powered model to fly. At the tender age of 13 yrs, it never did! One could say with
hindsight – inevitable & doomed to failure but that was life in those days. KK Flying Scale kits
were within the pocket money range & enthusiasm reigned supreme, but not the necessary
skills.

Next another article in the same magazine reminded me that it was the 80th anniversary of the
first flight of the de Havilland Chipmunk in May 2026 & more to the point – many were produced
at the Hawarden facility of de Havilland, which is very local to me & now a hive of activity for
Airbus UK producing wings for various Airbus jet liners. Thus it happened in late May that a
flight of a fairly large quantity of Chipmunks appeared in the sky over Flintshire celebrating
the event.
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It seems there had been a gathering at
Wolverhampton Halfpenny Green Airport,
Stourbridge,  on Fri, 22 May with over 70
Chipmunks booked to fly in & some of these
must have ventured north maybe in search of
their origin. Here are a few over North Wales.
Once again reading this article raised long gone
memories of further abortive efforts with yet
another Keil Kraft Flying Scale product.
In this case a Chipmunk kit build followed by the
traditional heave, fairly immediate contact with
the ground & the somewhat fragile u/c parting company with the model. All good fun & part of
the (extensive) learning curve.
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I often wonder what percentage of the Flying Scale series built by junior modellers new to the
hobby ever flew successfully, probably quite a low figure? The kits must have been produced
in their thousands in the heyday of Keil Kraft. Maybe some of our readers have past
experiences to recount? Veron of course had their own Tru-Scale range as competition, but
our local model shop (part of Lake's Hardware Store in Wolverton & now AL's Models selling a
vast range of RC stuff) from memory only ever stocked Keil Kraft kits, never Veron?

Anyway, my friend & I moved on to Keil Kraft gliders. He to a Dolphin & me to an Invader, both
of which proved to be far more successful in achieving proper free flight, learning how to tow
& trim (perhaps not very well) & again all part of the learning curve, including climbing of trees
for retrieval purposes! I then graduated to a Corsair, published in the June '53 Aeromodeller
& he to a Seraph, free plan in Dec '53 Aeromodeller, both flew admirably for young teenagers.
My Corsair eventually broke free & disappeared in a thermal before we knew about thermals.
The remains were recovered from a local farmer after his cows trampled most of the model &
he contacted my Mother. Even then a name & address label worked! Some 60 years later
another Corsair was built, fitted with a fuse dt & finally with RDT - flown mostly at Beaulieu
with great satisfaction & enjoyment. I still have it but towing now! Very difficult.

Seraph Corsair

Simplex 60 radio assist progress? Quite slow – wings, tailplane, rudder & both fuselage sides
are all built. I think (?) all the requisite electric bits have been identified & purchased. The
tricky bit is how they all join together & eventually work, notwithstanding apparent
incompatibilities in connectors between the various bits that have yet to be addressed! No
doubt it will get sorted. Next task is to draw out some sort of wiring diagram in order to
understand how to connect everything, then set up a bench rig to check it all to see if it really
works. But before that occurs, I need to understand how a Spektrum DX6i transmitter
operates & how to set it up. The actual model will end up as a “sorta Simplex” as the front end
has been extended by about a couple of inches to get the “heavy” bits up front (like the
battery) – this has to be as the original model had a 10cc SI engine which weighed quite a bit
& my two free flight versions had 2.5cc diesels with a largish lump of lead to get the cg in
about the right place. The electric motor purchased apparently produces a similar amount of
power as the 2.5 diesel & weighs next to nothing! But the cg still needs to be about right!

What is happening in the big world? Wing (a subsidiary of Alphabet who own Google & Waymo
of self driving cars) who are in partnership with Walmart (latterly but no longer owners of
ASDA) have announced an “expansion” of drone deliveries in the USA, following a prototype
phase. Now a Wing drone currently has a stated payload of 5 lb (say two bags of sugar), so it
can't deliver the weekly shop for example – which could be viewed as being much more
beneficial. However the expansion suggests customers are using Wing’s drone-delivery service
enough to warrant growth. Wing said its top 25% customers are using the service three times
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a week. Some of the most commonly ordered items are apparently eggs, ground beef, fresh
tomatoes, avocados, limes, lunch snacks & coffee. Is this an economic & sensible service – no
way. But does it matter? Well in the broader & longer term scheme of things, probably so as
airspace will become further restricted if more drones inhabit the skies yet again impacting
model flying – & all pointing towards a restriction of flying with mandated & designated
airfields. Free flight will have long gone by then.

Wing drone carrying a 5lb payload

The two companies recently announced plans to bring the on-demand drone-delivery service to
an additional 150 Walmart stores. The rollout, which builds off existing services at stores in
Dallas-Fort Worth and Atlanta, will occur throughout this year and into 2027, according to
Wing’s new chief business officer.
Meantime NASA’s X-59 quiet supersonic research aircraft completed its first supersonic
flight Friday, June 5, 2026, marking the first time the aircraft exceeded the speed of sound.
The milestone represents a major step in flight testing as the aircraft expands into the
supersonic portion of its flight envelope. The X-59 is designed to fly at supersonic speeds while
creating only a quiet thump instead of a loud sonic boom. For this flight, a NASA F-15 chase
plane flew nearby to monitor the test. Its loud sonic booms obscured any sound made by the
X-59. The X-59 will conduct flights focused on its sound profile during a later phase of testing
& is the centrepiece of NASA’s  Quesst mission, which aims to demonstrate quieter supersonic
flight and to help enable commercial supersonic flight over land (quote/unquote!)NASA's
Quesst mission, which features the one-of-a-kind X-59 aircraft, is aimed at demonstrating
technology to fly supersonic, or faster than the speed of sound, without generating loud sonic
booms. NASA intends then to survey how people respond when the X-59 flies overhead, sharing
these reactions to the quieter sonic "thumps" with national and international regulators to
inform the establishment of new data-driven acceptable noise thresholds related to supersonic
commercial flight over land. Well I never! Quesst is supported through NASA’s Aeronautics
Research Mission Directorate.

The X-59 is not a commercial prototype, and findings from flight testing will be used to inform
future FAA noise certification standards rather than enter service itself. If the program
demonstrates that quiet supersonic flight over land is achievable at scale, it validates the
commercial case for overland routes. If it falls short, the network economics of supersonic
travel contract significantly, and the business case for the entire category becomes harder to
make, if not impossible. Few NASA programs in recent memory have carried more direct
commercial implications. Will the findings be subject to both political & business pressures? I
guess so.
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X-59 in flight

Roger Newman

Secretary’s Notes for July 2026 - Ray Elliott

Flying in very hot weather

As I write this the temperature outside is approaching 34 C, with temperatures as high as 37-
38C having been forecast. This has triggered  Extreme Heat warnings, from the Met Office,
for large parts of the country.
See; UK weather warnings - Met Office
It was thought possible that the UK all time temperature record of 40.3C in 2022 could be
broken. This did not happen but the record for June is now 36.4deg C.
Whist this heatwave will have only lasted a few days there is no reason to think there won’t be
more such events over the next couple of months. After all this year has seen the highest
recorded temperature for May of 35.1C. Given this and the age of many aeromodellers and the
fact that we don’t generally fly our models in the shade, it is worth taking cognisance of the
following information from the NHS.
While many people enjoy warmer summer weather, hot weather can cause some people to
become unwell through overheating (becoming uncomfortably hot), dehydration, heat
exhaustion and heatstroke.

 older people aged 65 years and over (note change from previous guidance of 75 years
of age and above) are particularly at risk

 likewise, people with underlying health conditions particularly heart problems,
breathing problems, dementia, diabetes, kidney disease, Parkinson’s disease, or
mobility problems

 people on certain medications

 people who are physically active and spend a lot of time outside such as free flight
aeromodellers!

You should;
 drink plenty of fluids and limit your alcohol intake
 know the symptoms of heat exhaustion and heatstroke and what to do if you or

someone else has them
 try to avoid direct sunlight, especially between 11am and 3pm when UV levels are

highest
 cover up with suitable clothing, wear a wide-brimmed hat and sunglasses, seek shade

where possible and apply sunscreen liberally and re-apply frequently
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This may seem obvious but how many people do you see not wearing suitable headwear, nor
sunglasses, and how rigorous are we about applying sunscreen or drinking enough water.
For further information see;
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/beat-the-heat-hot-weather-advice/beat-the-
heat-staying-safe-in-hot-weather
Now, I’m neither a meteorologist nor a medic so if any reader who would like to comment or
add anything feel free to do so.
-------------------------
For some obscure reason I was reminded the other day of a song called Wooden Planes, written
by Jimmy Webb and recorded by Art Garfunkel in 1979 on the album Watermark. I think it
sums up nicely what SAM is about. Here are the lyrics.

Wooden Planes,
Propeller's spinning in the
West Texas wind,
We ran behind
You know we laughed, we thought
our little flight would never end
You were my brother and I,
I knew you were my friend
I wish we
were chasing after wooden
airplanes... once again
The road's been long
You know I've done some good, and
yes, I guess I've done some bad,
I've sung my song
You know sometimes I swear I think
I've gone completely mad.
If the story of my life ever makes
you sad
Remember when
we were a chasing after wooden
airplanes
Yes, I believe that was the finest time

Here’s the recording;
Wooden Planes (Album Version) - YouTube

Ray Elliott
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Plans for the Month - Roger Newman

Glider: BG 44 - World A2 Champ 1952, published in Jan '53 Aeromodeller. Elegant model

Rubber: Post war parasol lightweight The Collector from Model Aircraft - MA26
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Power: Carl Goldberg kit design for Cox Thermal Hopper. Half a Blazer. Use imagination for
fuselage formers! None on plan. Nice little energetic model.

Roger Newman

Events & Notices
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Provisional Events Calendar 2026
With competitions for Vintage and/or Classic models

All competitions are provisional. Check websites before attending

March 1st. Sunday BMFA 1st Area
March 22nd. Sunday BMFA 2nd Area

April 3rd. Good Friday Northern Gala, Luffenham
April 6th Easter Monday Croydon & SAM1066, Salisbury Plain
April 26th Sunday BMFA 3rd Area
May 16th Saturday Oxford Duration, Port Meadow
May 23rd to 25th Saturday - Monday May Welsh Bangor (see add)
May 23rd. Saturday London Gala, Salisbury Plain
or May 24th Sunday

June 7th. Sunday BMFA 4th Area
June 28th. Sunday BMFA 5th Area

July 11th Saturday Crookham Gala, Salisbury
Or July 12th Sunday
July 26th Sunday BMFA 6th Area

August 2nd Sunday Southern Rally, Salisbury
August 10th Monday Cleemac KK Event, Buckminster
August 16th Sunday BMFA 7th Area
August 29th. Saturday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 30th Sunday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 31st. Monday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe

September 12th Saturday Stonehenge Cup, Sculthorpe
September 13th Sunday Equinox cup, Sculthorpe
September 20th Sunday East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe

October 4th Sunday BMFA 8th Area
October 10th Saturday Croydon & SAM10666, Salisbury Plain
or October 11th

October 24th Saturday Midland Gala, Luffenham
October 31st Saturday Buckminster Gala, Buckminster
or November 1st Sunday
or November 7th Saturday Buckminster Gala, Buckminster
or November 8th Sunday

Please check before travelling to any of these events.
Access to MOD property can be withdrawn at very short notice!

For up-to-date details of SAM 1066 events at Salisbury Plain check the Website
www.SAM1066.org

For up-to-date details of all BMFA Free Flight events check the websites
www.freeflightuk.org or www.BMFA.org

For up-to-date details of SAM 35 events refer to SAM SPEAKS or check website
www.SAM35.org
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SAM 35 Events Calendars - Sam 35 Speaks

Events are open to all BMFA Members
Buckminster events require payment of Centre flying fees



47

SAM 35 Speaks
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Useful Websites
SAM 1066 - www.sam1066.org
Mike Woodhouse - www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk
BMFA - www.bmfa.org
SAM 35 - www.sam35.org
National Free Flight society (USA) - www.freeflight.org
Ray Alban - www.vintagemodelairplane.com
Belair Kit’s - www.belairkit’s.com
Wessex Aeromodellers - www.wessexaml.co.uk
US SAM website - www.antiquemodeler.org
Peterborough MFC - www.peterboroughmfc.org
Outerzone -free plans - www.outerzone.co.uk
Model Flying New Zealand - www.modelflyingnz.org
Raynes Park MAC - www.raynesparkmac.c1.biz
Sweden, PatrikGertsson - www.modellvänner.se
Magazine downloads - www.rclibrary.co.uk
South Bristol MAC - www.southbristolmac.co.uk
Vintage Model Co. www.vintagemodelcompany.com
John Andrews www.johnandrewsaeromodeller.webs.com

control/left click to go to sites

Are You Getting Yours? - Membership secretary
As most of you know, we send out an email each month letting you know
about the posting of the latest edition of the New Clarion on the website.
Invariably, a few emails get bounced back, so if you’re suddenly not hearing
from us, could it be you’ve changed your email address and not told us?
To get back on track, email membership@sam1066.org to let us know your
new cyber address (snailmail address too, if that’s changed as well).

P.S.
I always need articles/letters/anecdotes to keep the New Clarion going, please pen at least
one piece. I can handle any media down to hand written if that’s where you’re at. Pictures can
be jpeg or photo’s or scans of photos. I just want your input. Members really are interested in
your experiences even though you may think them insignificant.

If I fail to use any of your submissions it will be due to an oversight,
please feel free to advise and/or chastise

Your editor
John Andrews


